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stood. A lowering frown chased the smiles from Mr. King's face, and being observed by all produced an unpleasant pause, interrupted by himself when, turning to me, he said " I think, Mr. Van Buren, that Mr. Crawford's friends ought to send the Governor a drawing of the Vice President's Chair." I asked for his reason. " Because " said he, " I presume they have promised its possession to him." I replied with some feeling, but respectfully, that I could not of course say what had been promised him by the friends of the other candidates, but that I was quite sure that Mr. Crawford's friends had held out to him no allurements. " I hope so! " on his part, and " I know so! " on mine followed in rapid succession, when he picked up his handkerchief and walked out of the room. Mr. King was entitled to credit for his government of a naturally warm temper. We saw no more of him that evening nor did he come to the breakfast table in the morning, but at night following he pressed me to accompany him to a party given by the French Minister, which I did. On our way he said what was proper in regard to the unpleasant occurrence of the day before, and at the party he shamed my un-prompt gallantly by dropping on his knee, in my presence, to retie her loosened shoe-string for a very interesting young lady—the grand daughter of Mr. Jefferson and my warm friend—a duty that his greater age should have devolved upon me.
How Gov. Yates' mind had reached a conclusion so unexpected by all of us I never ascertained. He lost a renominatioii and before I left Washington I had the mortification to see his proclamation calling an extra session of the Legislature in August to reconsider the-subject of the Electoral law.1 This served to increase the agitation in the public mind caused by Mr. Clinton's removal but gave us little farther trouble, our majority not having then been disturbed as it was afterwards by the tornado of Mr. Clinton's election. I wrote a communication for the Argus to shew the impropriety of the call, and our friends in the Legislature, on the motion of Mr.2 Flagg, resolved that nothing had arisen in the Eecess to justify the call under the Constitution and adjourned.
1 In April, 1824, in caucus Yatos received only 45 votes and Young 00. The unpopularity of Yates was said to have been due to his opposition to an electoral law. Hammond writes (II. 160): "He pursuaded himself that the party in favor of that measure, which he knew was composed as well of the Clintonians as the people's men, were so ninch divided in opinion about the selection of a gubernatorial candidate, that if he were to place himself in an attitude which would enable them with any decent regard to consistency to support him as their candidate, in all probability they would do so ; or if in this view of Ilic ease he was mistaken—if he was to come out publicly in favor of the measure which had recently excited so much attention—it would create such confusion in the ranks of the supporters of Col. Young, as would, in all probability, defeat a rival for whom it cannot be supposed he entertained much affection. It must have been under some such Impressions, that, contrary to the expectations, and to the surprise of all parties, on the 2nd day of .Tune he issued a proclamation requiring an extra session -of the legislature on the 2nd day of August,"—W, C, F, 0. Flagg.f the states to assent to II.. I am inclined to think has not presented itself since the organization of the government. Persuaded that you as the representatives of a free people, will only 1)» influenced by reason and true patriotism, it is submitted to your wisdom and discretion, whether, under existing circumstances, Iho present manner of choosing electors ought, at this time, to be changed."—W, C, F,o[),n:^,i.t ,xj o^ piasuo.) j<»u ppio.) pun imiM^od ,n\\ .mj
